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ventable. It makes recommendations on
how injuries can be prevented. For exam-
ple, farmers are urged to read and follow
the instructions in equipment operator
manuals and on product labels.

The farmers are encouraged to conduct
routine inspections of equipment to de-
termine problems and potential failures
that might contribute to or cause an injury.
They are urged to conduct meetings with
employees and family members to assess
safety hazards, discuss potential injury
situations, and outline emergency proce-
dures.

There are also recommendations aimed at
reducing specific hazards, such as the dan-
ger of injury or death in tractor roll-over
or from moving machinery parts.

OSHA has participated in the National
Conference on Agricultural Safety and
Health of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation
that was held in January in San Diego. In
February, our national office staff held a
successful half-day meeting with represen-
tatives of the Equipment Manufacturers’
Institute and members of the American
Society of Agricultural Engineers to discuss
OSHA's present and future activities in
machine-guarding on farm equipment.

OSHA is considering the concept of target-
ed training grants for non-profit organiza-
tions to develop and to deliver training in
agricultural safety and health to large audi-
ences. The audiences, for example, might
include farmers, agricultural workers, and
children engaged in farm-related work.
There could be regional grants designed to
address agricultural hazards prevalent in a
particular area, as well as grants to nation-
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al organizations for training and education
on a national scale.

OSHA has also participated in various
activities of the American Farm Bureau
Federation aimed at improving awareness.
For example, we had an OSHA booth at
the National Farm Bureau meeting in
Phoenix, Arizona, in January of this year.
Jerry Scannell took part in a panel discus-
sion of farm safety and health at that
meeting.

OSHA has recently appointed agricultural
outreach coordinators in each of our ten
regions. These coordinators will continue
to have other duties, but their agricultural-
outreach responsibilities will be a part of
their duties.

They will be the core occupational safety
and health field representatives, as agri-
cultural activities are explored and initi-
ated. These coordinators are being direct-
ed to work with local experts on agricultur-
al safety and health.

They will participate in regional meetings
and seminars to maintain a dialogue with
the agricultural workforce. I had the plea-
sure of meeting with a number of coordi-
nators last night and I can assure you that
they are excited about their work and
eager to work with you.

OSHA also held four conferences across
the United States in which we explained to
the agricultural community why OSHA is
planning to apply its PELs for air contami-
nants to agricultural worksites. The first
conference was held in January, in Phoe-
nix, and others were held in San Diego,
California, and in Louisville, Kentucky, in
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March. They were all in conjunction with
significant agricultural activities, We had a
large diversity of people at all of these
conferences, and the feedback was very
positive,

We are looking forward to publishing a
proposed rule on PELs in agriculture in
September or October of this year. We
will probably be moving towards a final
rule about a year and a half from October
or November. Again, we are going to
need your help to make sure that we have
a good, common-sense approach.

We also held a two-day OSHA agriculture
training and coordination session in con-
nection with this conference, at the begin-
ning of the week. About 20 people of the
OSHA family attended the meeting, in-
cluding all 10 of our newly-appointed
OSHA regional-outreach coordinators,
representatives of the state-plan states, and
our consultation program states.

Among the topics discussed were the use
of agricultural safety and health materials;
updates on recent activities by OSHA and
other government agencies including
NIOSH, USDA, and HHS; and an update
on the NCASH. Slide and speech modules
utilizing the material prepared by the
grantees are being distributed to the ten
regions for use in agricultural-outreach
programs. We are expanding our contacts
with USDA on the state and local levels to
increase outreach activities.

We will be making a presentation on the
agency’s agricultural activities and the
regulatory process before a meeting of
Midwestern Plains States of the USDA
éxtension service in Columbus, Ohio, in
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May of this year. In July, we will be mak-
ing a similar presentation to the American
Farm Bureau at a meeting back here, in
Des Moines.

It also might be of interest to you that our
current proposal for a motor vehicle safety
standard, which calls for seat belt use and
brief driver training for those who drive as
part of their jobs, also would apply to the
agricultural sector. Again, from the en-
forcement perspective, we do not enforce
on the small farms. Nonetheless, the rule
is something that everybody should be
interested in.

In another area, a member of our staff has
been comparing the new standard on
ROPS for tractors and other vehicles,
which was adopted by the Society of Auto-
motive Engineers (SAE), to the existing
OSHA standard. We have received design
and test data from American tractor manu-
facturers and others.

We have made a preliminary conclusion
that the new SAE standard is equal to or
exceeds the current OSHA standard and,
therefore, is acceptable to the agency. A
final decision on this will be made shortly.
Hopefully, this will make it easier for
American farm equipment manufacturers
to compete in the European market.

As you can see, we are just getting started
again in the important field of farm safety
and health. We are making progress and
are committed to doing more in the future.
We will continue to place emphasis on
creating awareness of the need for im-
proved safety and health for those who
work on farms and on providing them with
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the necessary information to prevent
deaths and injuries.

To do this, we will need all of your help. I
reiterate that we must have an effective
partnership, which includes all of those in
this room, if we are to have any success in
our goal of removing agriculture from the
list of America’s most hazardous occupa-
tions.

OSHA has learned a significant lesson

from the 1970’s. Jerry Scannell, our Assis-
tant Secretary, and OSHA are committed
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to moving OSHA forward again in occupa-
tional safety and health in the agricultural
community.

Let us do everything that we can to pre-
serve our human capital on America’s
farms. Let us give the men and women
and their families working on the farms
our best efforts in safety and health.0
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